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If Grandpapa were Santa Claua, how happy we would be !

When toyshop toil was finished he would take us on each knee.
He'-- toll us all his secret3 anrt he'd name the pretty toys
He'd made and kept in hiding for the other girls and boys.

Weiiave a real, live Grandpapa 1 He visits us each year,
And-li- is quite a bosom friend of Santa Glaus, I hear.
Although he owns no reindeer, anU of playthings no great store
If Grandpapa were Santa Glaus, we could not love him more !

GENE MORGAN.

EMOTIONAL VALUE OF DAY

Christmas Spirit Almost Universally
Felt, But What It Is Remains a

Mystery to Many.

The emotional vnluo of Christmas
may bo Bald to bo universally felt.
Something happens at Christinas that.
If only for a day or two, does the

b't whole world good. What that some- -
iiftr ta ntmnlna fnv mnnv n mvetnrv

HV number of persons who feel the
renewing Itnpulso are Hko Faust when
tho notos of tho Easter song arrewt
his suicidal Intent; they take and en-
joy tho moment's delivernnco and con-

tinue to regard the source of tho boon
as nothing moro than mythology made
potent througli human nssociatlonf.
Others aro moved through supersti-
tious fears; tlioy approach the great
season with consciences crowded with
uncomfortablo memories; Marloy's

Bon't an!) 28o
in Holiday Fire Caution

I

Do not decorate your Christmis
tree with paper, cotton or flimsy
materials.

Do not use cotton to represent snow.

Do not permit children to light
caudles.

Do not leave matches within reach
of the children.

Do not place Christinas tree near
window curlslys or gas fixtures.

UjiC metallic tinsel tod
decorations only.

Use asbestos fiber to represent snow.

Set the tree upon a substantia! stand.

A house of merriment is better than
a house of mourning.

Have an extinguisher or few
buckets full of water near the
tree, ready for use ia aa emer- -

i
jffcaey.

ghost is after them, but, unliko
Scrooge, thoir new heart Is only for
Christmas week. Another group sim-

ply fall in with an ancient custom
and are surprised, and indeed pleased,
when the dry bones of their unbeliev-
ing minds coino together, take on
flesh, and begin to live A vast mul-

titude meet the great day with buoy-
ant expectation, takn with thanks its
now liupplness, return to thoir work
In thin exalted mood, and ask no ques-
tions about caus and effect. A few
philosophize on the phenomenon, and
they are willing to stake their lives
on tho substantial truth of their in-

sight. Ocorgo A Gordon, in Atlantic
Monthly.
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FRIENDLY ADVICE.
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can you suggest Bomothlng for mo
to got for my wife for Christmas!"
ho asked of tho shopkeeper

"You'd bettor get her u boat of
clwa, X expect," said the shopkooper.

. "Silo wn- -. ,In hare
T this niornfne.Tr-1- and

nauckt ' lacopanuol for you.i
' ' '.' , - ..

B decorate our homes with
sprays of mistletoe at Christ-

inas time, but fow of us
know tho history of It as a
Yuletidu symbol. Pretty
girls are kissed under It aud

a great deal of fun nnd nonsense Is

carried on apropos of it, but no one
stops to think of how ancient a dec-

oration It is or how sacred It was
onco thought to be.

Almost everybody has a vague
knowledgo that tho Druids of old had
something to do with tho gathoring of
mistletoe, but Just what that some-
thing was is not clear to tho average
mind.

The fact is that tho ancient Celts In
their druldical religion had two great
festivals, one in June and tho other In
Decomber, the latter being equivalent
to our Christmas. In both of thoso
great festivals tho gathering of the
mistletoo was a snered rite.

Pliny In his "Natural History" de-

scribes tho ceremony. Speaking of the
Druids worship of tho oak, ho says:
"They boliove that whatover grows, on
these trees is sent from heaven and is
a sign that tho tree has been chosen
by the god himself. Tho mistletoo is
very rarely to bo met with, but when
It 1b found they gather it with solemn
ceremony. This they do especially on
tho sixth day of tho moon, because by
tho sixth dny tho moon has plenty of
vigor and has not run half Its course.

"After tho preparations havo been
made for a sacrifice and a feast upder
tho tree they hall it as tho universal
healer and bring to tho spot two white
bulla whoso horns havo never been
bound before. A priest clad In a white
robo climbs tho tree and with a golden
slcklo cuts tho mistletoe, which la
caught In a white cloth. Then they
sacrifice tho victims, praying that God
may make his own gift to prosper
with those upon whom ho has be-

stowed it.
"They bolleve that a potion pro-pare- d

from mistletoo will Increase
their (locks and that tho plant Is a
remedy against all poison."

It was believed to be a remedy for
many ills, and this belief Is still to be
found In many remote places In Eu-

rope. In HolB'tein, for example, tho
mistletoe Is regarded aa a healing
remedy for wounds, and in Lacaune,
France, it Is always administered by
the native people "as an antidote for
poisons They apply tho plant to the
stomach of tho patient and give him a
solution of it to drink as well. The
Gaelic word for mlstlotoe is "on t'nil
loc," which means all healer.

In the northeast of Scotland people
used to cut withes iof mistletoo at tho
March full moon; those they bent in
circles and kept for a year to cure hoc-ti- c

fevers ud other troubles. In some
parts of Germany tho mistletoe Is es-

pecially esteemed as a remedy for the
ailments of children, who sometimes
wear It hung around the neck as nn
amulet

In Sweden on Midsummer ove mis-

tletoe Is diligently sought after, tho
people believing It td bo possessed of
many mystic qualities, and that if a
sprig of it Is attached to tho celling
of the dwelling house, tho horse's stall
or the cow's crib, the trolls will then
bo powerless to injure either man or
beast Branches of tho plant nre com
monly seen In farm houses hanging
from tho celling to protect tho dwell-
ings from all harm, but especially from
tiro, and persona afflicted with tho fall-

ing sickness think they can ward off
all attackB of tho malady by carrying
about with thorn a knife which has a
handle of mistletoe.

A Swedish remedy for other com-

plaints Is to hang a sprig of mistletoe
round tho sufferer's neck or to mnkp
him wear on his finger a ring raado
from tho plant. Mcrecycr thoy fnBh-Io- n

divining rods of mistletoo or of
four different kinds of wood, ono of
vhlch muat be mistletoe. Tho treas-
ure aeoker places tho rod on tho
ground njter sundown, and when it
rests directly over tho treasure tho
rod begins to move As If It woro alivo.

Llktj their Swedish neighbors, many
German peasants consider the mistle-
toe a powerful charm against ovil spir-
its. A ulmllnr belief seems to have
lingered among the Ilotnans, whoso re-

ligion at a very early dnto wna some-
what simitar to that of tho Druids.
When Aeneas descondeu Into Hndcs ho
gathered q protect himself from tho
Internal powcra a branch of ralntletoq,
wklch ..Vergil calls tho golden bough.

HIT'S do Ins' thing I Iiuali when I tun
tie lltflit,

"la cumin' ternlKht, mammy? Comln'
tcrnlKht?"

En ilp Rood I.utc1 knows, dough I evz
"Not ylt."

Dey's me ptlll whtit dey gwlnc
tor git.

Vn I projlck en plnn, en I skimp en
squeeze,

Kn I hurries apas' nil de winders I sees,
'Caso do cliUluns cspec's dnt he'll bring

'em n lot
Un doy think lie's de same dat do Whlto

FolkH (jot.

"Is 'e comln' tornlRlit, mammy? Comln
tcrnlght?"

Lawd, I wlslit In mh soul dat 'e would
en lio might!

I vvlsht In mah soul dat 'e'd como down
de Hue

Lak I useler believe dat 'e slioly would
do.

When de cliillunti ondress en dey Jump In-

to bald.
En I tuck up de quilt 'roun' each po' 111

bald,
Don I set down on wish, en I wish lak I

pray.
Dat 'e And out de place fo lilt com

Chrls'mas Day.

Why, do chllluns believes I Dey Is alio'
dat hit so,

Kn dey countln' on him lak a man dat
dey know.

En dey talk er do things dat he sutten
ter bring,

'Twell doy set up In bald en dess holler
en sing.

En I tell 'em w'y sho' good ole Santy Ml

como
IVId a doll en a sled en a railroad en

drum. i
En dey drir on ter sleep wld a smllevon

dey face-- En

dey aln' not a cent I kin spalh In de
place! r

lilt's de las' thing I heah when I tun out
' do light:

"Is e comln temlght, mammy? Comln'
ternlKht?"

En I luuglis wld dom all w'en dey plan
wliut doy do

Wld do things dat he'll bring on I sav
hit's ull true!

En de whlto chlllun up whdh I's wukln.
dey 'low

Dat olo Santy he'll como, en won't miss
'em nohow.

"Is 'e comln' tcrnlght?" Twd, I wlsht
hit 'ud be

Dat he's com hyuh en IK up dls 'poblnm
for mo'

Except ye become as a
little child ye shall in no
wise enter into the joy
of Christmas time.

ffPPWhen and Why.
' Do you go to Sunday school now,

Georglo?" Inquired Georgia's uncle,
"Yop; Christmas Is comln'!"
"Don't you go except just before

Christmas?"
"Yop; Igo Just before the' summer

picnic, too."

The Christmas Robin.
In many partn of England tho robin

la associated with Christmas-tide- .

There Is n belief that On ChrlBtmaa
oyo these birds 1U(sIng near a house
"uhnr ti'rinrami.,fn rivlnfrtn Miaap him.'yijst" vr;p -'''"

i 4$- -

Helpful Christmas Present Sug-

gestions for Those Who

Are Puzzled.

Unabridged Dictionary Will Be Appre-

ciated by Children of Kindergarten
Age Other Suitable Gifts for f

Young and Old.

NUMBER of correspondent
vTvsS who havo requested sugges-

tions of bookB suitable for
Christmas gifts will find an-

swers to their queries In
tho following:

Among tho many attractlvo gift
books for very little boys might bo
mentioned Professor RauBinissen's
"Analogy Between tho Monogamous
Protoplasm and tho Silurian Mole-

cule." We can think of no book that
would be a greater source of delight
to tho child that ia not yet out of
'short dresses. It tells in easy words
of eight and ten syllables of tho
sports and pastimes of tho protoplas-
mic family and draws beautiful moral
lessons from tho corpuscles of tho
carboniferous ora, It Is handsomely
Illustrated with representations of the
ngllo animalcule aid will bo sure to
delight the heart of tho little boy or
girl who finds it In his or her stock-
ing, as tho caso may be.

Another dainty Idea for a child of
three or four yeare 1b tho Unabridged
Dictionary. The simplicity of stylo
observed in this Interesting narratlvo
recommends It at once for children
who havo reached tho kindergarten
ago. Tho plot is not so complex nnd
the characters are sufficiently varied
to hold tho unflagging Interest of the
little oneB. We havo In mind a gen-

tleman who gave his little son a dic-

tionary last Christmas, and ho as-

sures us that tho lad simply devoured
tho book.

A pretty present for a child Is tho
clinical report of tho county hospital.
This comes nicely prlntod on clean
whlto paper, with bizarre Illustrations
showing tho rise and fall of tho tem-
perature, amount of protolds' eaten,
ofllcial count of the germs, statistica
as to mlcrobeB and many other amus-
ing nnd entertaining ideas. A rare
source, of pleasure with this book Is
to havo tho little fellows pronounce
tho long words first tho way they aro
spoiled and then read thGm backward
and seo what difference, If any, there
is In tho sound. Some boys would
rather do this than go skating.

In tho lino of pure romance there
Is nothing more entertaining from
Prof. T. L. Escopex's "How the Spec-

trum Caught On in Saturn." This
highly original historical talo tells
how tho spectrum revealed tho secret
of Saturn's rings, showing that tho
planet was warm and dry and that tho
two rings wero for ico water. It
comes In four large volumes, with 22
pages of logarithmic calculations that
are sure to delight young and old.

As a gift book for a member of a
temperance family thoro la nothing
pleasanter than "The Complete Bar-
keeper." This tells exactly what goes
Into tho stuff that men put in their
mouths to steal away their brains,
and will bo of valuable assistance to
any peruon who wishes to apply sat-
isfactory tests nnd determine whether
or not he has been equipped with
brains and would Inspire larceny.

"Ono Thousand Ways to Cure a
Cold," by Burton Bales, Is a beautiful-
ly written book, giving all tho reme-
dies for cold that wero suggested to
Its author In one day. There are 80
variations of tho quinine and whisky
treatment, and tha other 911 reme-
dies consist of the same prescription
without, tho bitter quinine. This is
a good book to have In any house.

"Tlfo Servant Question and Its An-

swer" will docolvo many people, but
It mlgli' do for a gift to a young" mar-
ried couple. Tho answer is quaintly
given: "Board."

WILBUR D. NESBIT.
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MORE SLIPPERS COMING.

"The time Is at hand," said the proacher,
With wittlH showing plain on each fcaoh-o- r,

"When slippers will bo
Showered down upon me

11 y every femlnlno creachor "

wp wm&

Life Without Chrlstmno.
To taliu ChriBtmnB out of llto, would

bo to take tho perfume out of llowora,
tho awcetncBB from ' all hongs, t,uo

color from tho rainbov, thu soul from
tho body, Qod from the Bkyi

! VALUE OF A CHILD'S GIFTS

Those Made With Their Own Hands
Teach Good Lessons and

Give Inspiration.

If wo stop to think about our
Christmas giving wo realize that a
gift means moro to tho glvor than it
does to him who receives. If It Is
given in tho proper spirit the donor
finds out to tho full that it Is really
"more blessed to give than to re- -

t celve," a fact that Is lost sight of In
an ngo of the commercial splriL

With children there Is a great edu-catlv- o

value In their present giving
if It is encouraged to bo really their
own giving. If tho mother, however,
simply prepares Bomo llttlo remem
branco, and says "Mary, this is your
Christinas present to Aunt Ellen," tho
gift has no meaning In tho thoughts
of tho young giver. And not only
has It no meaning, but It becomes
actually harmful for tho reason It pre-
sents tho idea to tho child that tho
gift without tho giver Is really a gift.
And the child has put no thought or
self sacrifice Into tho giving of that
present.

On tho other hand, if the child bo
given pocket money which It may con-

sider its very own, or, better still, If
it is enabled to earn pocket money nnd
Is then encouraged to set asido a por-
tion of Its very own money for pres-
ent making tho Idea of true giving la
acquired. Tho sacrifice, tho forcf
thought, the lovo necessary to make a
gift a real gift are there.

The homc-mad- o gifts of children
have many valuable lesson? to teach
tho young givers. Many lessons in
sowing, raffia, bead-wor- k or painting
may be given under the gui?e of mak-
ing a gift. In one family, --a hero the
elder sister had never made gifts,
and really never learned to new well
until sho was eighteen years of age,
tho younger sister, a girl cf ten, In-

spired by tho example of n small
friend, wished to mako birthday gifts
for her family. Once she staked her
mother to teach her how to orochet;
another time to scallop, and before
sho was twelve years old sho had be-

come as proficient a little seamstress
as ono would want to seo.

Thus practical lessons are learned,
whllo tho child Is Inspired with tho
idea that "Not what we give but
what we share; tho gift without tho
giver is bare."

A FEEL IN THE CHRISTMAS AIR.

Uv JAMES WHITCOMB UIL.EY.

w Tneys a kind o' reel
In the air to me

When the Chris.
mas times sets In

That's about as much
of a mysteryIff As
agMn.

over I've run

Per Instance, now,
whilst I gain In
weight

And glneral health,
I swear

Thoy's a goneness
somers I can't
quite state

A kind o' teol In the air.

They's a feel In the
Chris'mas airgoes right

To tho spot where
a man lives at!

It gives a felkr a
appetite

They ain't no doubt
about that!

And ylt thoy's some-pi- n

t don'i know
what

That rollers me
here and there

And ha'nts and worles and spares me
not

A kind o' feel In the ntr.

They's a feel, as I
say, In tho air
that's Jest

As blamvd-o- n sad
ns sweet,

In the saino ra-sh- o

as I feel tho best
And am the spryest

on my feet
They's alius a Mnd

o' sort of a.acho
Th'.t I can't locate

nowtere.
Uut it comes with Chrls'mas, nnd no m!-ta-

A kind o feel In tho air.

Is It the rackot the
children ralsoT

Why. no! Clod
bless 'oni, no!

Is It the eyes nnd
tho cheokH ablaze, r t1 vti

I.lko my own wiu
long ago"

In It tho bleat o tho
whistle and
beat

O' tho. llttlo to
drum and blare

O tho horn No. no l It Is Jest the
sweet

The sud-swe- feol In tho air

wmww
One Might.
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OOLSl" said Mr. Simpson.
"Idiots I" ho added. "Even
If thoy aro my own rola &2

lives!" ho supplemented
with a dogged shako of his i
partially bald hood.

Tho Bouvonlr postal card
which called forth his op-

probrious language had Just
arrived.

"Look at this, will you?"
Ho turned tho card over

in his fingers,.
"'Peaco on earth, good

will to men!'" Mr. Simp-
son read tho Inscription.
Then ho turned It over.

Wo want you with us
day after tomorrow for a
good, family
reunion around tho festal
Christmas board!" ho read
In three lines of handwrit-
ing on tho other sldo of tho
card.

"There you nrol" ho ex-

claimed wrathfully. "There
you nre, doggono It!"

He waved tho card vio
lently around In the air nt arm's length
as ho continued muttering.

"They send you ono of these paper
dollies from a madhouso dining room,"
went on Mr. Simpson to the listening
walls of tho room of which ho was tho
only occupant "with 'Peaco on earth,
good-wil- l to men on ono side, nnd on
tho other an invitation to take a six-ho-

trip out Into tho slushy country
for a rotten meal with a gang of
people who drive me crazy at tho
thought of being related to, every
tlmo 1 seo 'em."

"Here I am," he said, regretfully
shaking his head over his hard lot In
life, "hero I am, planning that I'll bo
comfortablo for at least ono Christ-
mas, anyway. Family away In Florida
for the winter; mo hero all alone, to
do Just as I like and now along comes
this this summons to epend a day be-

ing miserable!"
Suddenly Mr. Simpson sat up

straight In his chair.
"By Jerry!" ho ejaculated suddenly.

"By Jerry what's to hinder me from
being tho martyr In the cause? What's
to prevent mo from putting an end to
this dad-dinge- practice huh?

"Suppose I don't go to this Christ-
mas reunion? Suppose I stay homo
here and onjoy my day of peace on
earth in tho way I want to? What
will happen?

"Why, next year there won't Vo 'a
single, solitary soul' of my relations
that will get together In an affair ot
this kind. I'll havo pointed the way
I'll bo the example they've been wait
ing to follow away from custom and,
by Jerry, I'll bet you tho thing will
spread, too!

"And I'll bo responsible for It!"
added Mr. Simpson Joyously "If lj

stay away, Just this once, from thh
Christmas party I've been invited to! ,

"And think of the good I'm doing
to other people, too!" ho added. "How
grateful the public will bo to mo for
pointing out the way to their own re- -

lease from this idiotic custom of sac-
rificing themselves!

"Why, I shouldn't wonder If there
would bo a Btatuo erected to me as
the first man who stayed away from a
family reunion at this holiday! I can
see it now, labeled: 'Tho People's
Santa Claus Ho Gave Us What Wo
Wanted Most for Christmas!'"

And so, in pleasant reflection upon
the perfection of his plan ae ho had
carried It out, Mr. Simpson's thoughts
ran until Christmas morning.

It was Mr Simpson's idea to eat his
Christmas dinner, ordered In from a
nearby restaurant, In tho solitude of
his own home, bare as it waB of his
family.

At ono o'clock tho waiter brought
In the heavy tray. Mr. Simpson super-Intende- d

the arrangement of Its con-fon- ts

on the table in the dining room.
And It was Just one-fiftee- as he

stood rubbing his hands at the pros-
pect of eating alone on Christmas for
the first tlmo In hia life when the
doorbell rang.

"Doggone It!" burst out Mr. Simp-
son. "What's that?"

For a moment he decided not t& "f
open tho door. Thon ho changed his
mind and wont downstairs, two at a
tlmo. It might be somo bad news
from his absent family.

Ho throw open tho portal and, stag-
gered back Into tho hall.

And after him trooped a gayly
shouting and laughing party of Blxteon

Mr. Simpson's relatives!
"Wo camo to eat our Christmas din-ne- r

horo!" cried ono of his aunts.
"You poor man wo know you'd bo

all alono!" gushed a first cousin.
"We didn't want you to eat your

Ohristmas dinner all by yourself,"
chortled another fomnlo relation, "so
wo brought ours horo In baskets to
eat with you!"

Mr. Simpson looked over tho crowd
still streaming Into his front hall. His
lips pursed tightly as ho led tho way
to tho dining room.

Hut all ho said, unintelligibly to his"

unexpected guests, was:
"Weill I guoss they won't put up

that statue of mo as Santa Claus thiu
year!"

(Copyright, The Frank A. Munsoy CoJ

Obstacles Everywhere.
Lifo la llko walking along a crowd-

ed Btreet; there always seem to bo
fewer obstacles to getting along on the
opposite pnvemout; nnd yet If ono
croBseB over matters xq rarely mend-
ed. Thomas Huxloy.

Try This.
Sponger (mooting licqualntanco)

"Do you know, old mlm, I really be-

lieve' I'm losing ray ntrvo? I'm get-tin- e

so I hato to nak?any ono for a
loan. Ab pooii agMBtlw you I H'gati

tremhlo,"-:13otom- o3. f
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